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oflE with renewed opportunity. Clarendon, who
saw her (the Princess) for the first time, fully
felt it. Do you know, I believe they are actually
disposed to dine with us some day.'51 A month
earlier Mr. Gladstone wrote from Windsor ; " The
charm of the Princess, so visible at a distance,
increases with the increase of nearness." And in
October of the same year, writing from Balmoral,
the statesman noted : " The people are, one and
all, very easy to get on with. Windsor, I suppose,
stiffens them a little."
The   Bishop    of    Shelford,    welcoming   the
Foresters   to   King's   Lynn,   related  that   King
Edward, when Prince, was driving along a country
road in a dog-cart, attended by only one servant,
when an old woman, carrying a huge basket of
cockles,   stopped  the   dog-cart,   and  asked  His
Royal Highness, of whose identity she was ignorant,
if he would carry the cockles to Lynn*   The Prince
replied that he would, if he were going to Lynn,
but he was travelling in another direction, and
asked the old woman how much she would sell the
cockles   for.    " Three   and   sixpence   or   four
shillings."   "I will give  you a picture of my
mother," remarked the Prince.    " I think that
will help you."   " I don't think it will help me
to  sell my cockles,"   retorted  the old woman,
doubtfully.   tfc Well,   here's  the   picture   of   my
mother," said the Prince, taking half a sovereign
out of  his pocket  and handing  it to the  old
woman.
* May 10, j 863, the Royal Wedding Day. (Lord Morley's '* Life/')